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Lachit Borphukan was a commander and Borphukan (Phu-Kon-Lung) in the Ahom kingdom 
of Assam. He was bom on 24th November 1622 at Charaideo in Assam to a Ahom Family, 

Kunti Moran (mother) and Momai Tamuli Borbarua (father), the first Borbarua (Phu-Ke-

Lung) of upper-Assam and Commander-in-Chief of the Ahom army) under King Pratap 

Singha's reign. 

The Ahom kingdom was located in the Brahmaputra valley of eastern India. The Mughal-

Ahom conflict first began in 1615 and continued afterwards. After a few brief conficts with 

the Ahoms, the Treaty of Asurar Ali was signed between the Mughal faujdar Allah Yar Khan 

and the Ahom general Momai Tamuli Borbarua (Lachit's father) on February, 1639, 

following a decisive Ahom victory over the Mughals at Duimunisila on November 1638. 

According to the treaty, the boundary between the Mughals and Ahoms was fxed on the 

Barnadi River in the northern bank (Utarkul) of the Brahmaputra River and the Asurar Ali in 

the southern bank (Dakhinkul), believed to be the present Rajgarh Road in Guwahati. After 

Aurangzeb became the Mughal emperor he tried to recapture the Ahom kingdom with the 

help of Mir Jumla, the Mughal Viceroy at Dhaka. In 1661, he marched with a big army 

making the Ahoms face a humiliating defeat and captured their kingdom. This made the 

Ahom King Jayadhwaj Singha sign a treaty which gave away their kingdom from Guwahati 

to the Manas River and he died soon afterwards. 

It was in this backdrop Lachit grew up in. As a child Lachit grew up acquiring proficiency in 

humanities, indigenous scriptures and military skills which made him competent enough to 

be a able leader. He was given positions of responsibility of the scarf-bearer (Soladhara 

Barua) of the Ahom Swargadeo, a position equivalent to a Private Secretaryship, which was 

regarded as the first step in career of an ambitious diplomat and politician. Other offices held 

by Lachit before his appointment as Borphukan included Superintendent of the Stable of 

Royal Horses (Ghora Barua), Commander of the strategic Simulgarh Fort and 

Superintendent of the Royal Household Guards or (Dolakaxaria Barua) to the Ahom king 

Chakradhwaj Singha. 

After Chakradhwaj Singha became the Ahom king he tried to regain the kingdom's lost land. 

He selected Lachit to lead the forces of the Kingdom of Ahom to liberate Guwahati from 

Mughal-occupation. The King presented Lachit with a gold-hafted sword (Hengdang) and 

the customary paraphernalia of distinction. Lachit raised the army and preparations were 

completed by summer of 1667. Lachit recovered Guwahati from the Mughals and he knew 

that the Mughals were preparing for a counter attack. They came back with a mighty 30,000 

infantry, 15,000 archers, 18,000 Turkish cavalry, 5,000 gunners and over 1,000 cannons. On 

a regular battlefeld, it would have been next to impossible to defeat the Mughals but Lachit 

geography to his advantage and 
was wise enough and he used the land's 

successfully defended it against the Mughal forces during the Battle of Saraighat (1671). It 

was a naval battle fought between the Mughal Empire led by the Kachwaha king, Raja 

Ramsingh I, and the Ahom Kingdom led by Lachit Borphukan on the Brahmaputra 

river at Saraighat, now in Guwahati, Assam. 

On the night before the battle, Lachit ordered an earthen wall to be erected by his maternal 
uncle in a single night for blocking the roadways so that the Mughals would be compelled to 

march ahead through the Brahmaputra river as the Ahoms were excellent naval fighters. But 
his uncle somehow showed negligence in his duty. Lachit was infuriated so much at this that 

he took out his sword and beheaded his uncle by saying the well-known words "dexot koi 

mumai dangor nohoi" meaning my uncle is not greater than this country. 



During the last stage of the Battle of Saraighat. when the Mughals attacked by the river in 
Saraighat, the Assamese soldiers began to lose their will to fight. Some eements retreated. 
Though Lachit was seriously ill he boarded a boat and with seven boats advanced against the 
Mughal fleet. He said: "If you (the soldiers) want to flee, flee. The king has given me a task 
here andI will do it well. Let the Mughals take me away. You report to the king that his 

general fought well following his orders". His soldiers rallied and a desperate battle ensured 

on the river Brahmaputra. Lachit Borphukan was victorious. 

The Mughal Commander-in-Chief also acknowledged his defeat by the Ahom soldiers and 

the Ahom Commander-in-chief Lachit Barphukan, writing he wrote, "Glory to the king! 

Glory to the counselors! Glory to the commanders!Glory to the country! One single 

individual leads all the forces! Even I Ram Singh, being personally on the spot, have not been 

able to find any loophole and an opportunity!" 

Lachit Borphukan died about a year after the victory at Saraighat due to natural causes. His 

remains lies in rest at the Lachit Maidaam built in 1672 by Swargadeo Udayaditya Singha at 

Hoolungapara 16 km from Jorhat. 

It is worth mentioning that in the battle of Saraighat in 1671, Lachit Borphukan led his army 
from the front to a resounding victory, despite being terribly ill. His unflagging valour and 

determination ensured the culture, identity and uniqueness of the north-eastern region 
remained intact. He didn't fight for religion or his own glory but he fought for his land, his 

own people and that is what made him win the battle agains Mughals. 

Memorial & monuments 

Lachit Divas 
On 24 November each year Lachit Divas (Lachit Day) is celebrated statewide in Assam to 

commemorate the heroism of Lachit Borphukan and the victory of the Assamese army at the 

Battle of Saraighat. 
Lachit Borphukan gold medal: 

The best passing out cadet of National Defence Academy is conferred the Lachit Borphukan 
gold medal. It was instituted by the Assam Government in May 2000 to perpetuate the 
memory of Lachit Borphukan. 

Lachit Borphukan's Maidam: 

Lachit Borphukan's Maidam was constructed in memory of Lachit Borphukan at Gohain 
gaon of Meleng-Hulungapar. Jorhat, Assam. Here last remains of Borphukan were laid under 
this tomb (Maidam) constructed by Swargadeo Udayaditya Singha in 1672. On February 25, 
2022 President Ram Nath Kovind also kickstarted the 400th birth anniversary celebrations of 
the 17th century Ahom general Lachit Borphukan and laid the foundation for a war memorial 

and a 150-foot bronze statue of the commander in Assam. Along with the statue, the 
memorial will also feature a 100-ft-long 'Hengdang ' (Ahom sword). 


